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ABOUT GWENDOLYN BROOKS
Bor7n in Topeka, Kansas ~ June 7,

The first Black person to ever win
the Pulitzer Prize (1950)

Received numerous honorary
degrees

Poet Laureate of Illinois (30+ years)

Consultant in Poetry to the Library
of Congress

Ms. Brooks also created/sponsored
countless awards for young people
and adults

ABOUT BROOKS PERMISSIONS

Founded in 2001, Brooks
Permissions demonstrates the
continued relevance of the life and
work of acclaimed writer,
Gwendolyn Brooks through
licensing, programming,
publications, products and services.
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T'Ve staved in the
frowt yard all wy life.

T want a peek at the back

Where it's rongh and wtended
and hangry“weed grows.

A

girl gets sick

of a rose.
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I want to go v the back yard now

I wawnt a good time today.

And maybe down +he alley,

To where the charity
children play.




My mother sweers,
but T say it's fine

They do some
wonderful things.

They have some
wowderful fuw.

How they down't have +o
90 n at duarter to wine.




B Wy Wother, she tells me that Johnnie Mae 4
Will grow up +o be a bad worman.

‘ That George'll be taken +o Jail soow or late

A (Ov accomnt of last winter he sold our back gate.)




But I say it's five. Honest, I do.

Avnd I'd like to be a
bad woman, too,

And wear the brave stockings And strut down the streets |
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Points to Ponder

Create your own story about
> o exploring Different-ness.
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How do you think she. learned about ¥?
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Make it a poem, song, skit, 'f&lktale, %}’ Qren 7 or

painting, whatever comes to mind. Yoy

THE REALFRONT YARD

"The house at 4332 Champlain
Ave. Home, from my fourth year
until the day I was married at the
library table."

~Gwendolyn Brooks

from the Gwendolyn Brooks archives at
the Rare Book & Manuscript Library at
the University of Illinois, mpaign-
Urbana

Graphic Gwendolyn is our illustrated poetrgseries featuring the work
of Gwendolyn Brooks in a comic format. For more information on
future issues of Graphic Gwendolyn, visit Brooks Permissions online

at www.gwendolynbrooks.net. ST
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